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Welcome to DAS 
I am delighted to welcome you to the Didcot Allotment 
Society (DAS) newsletter.  I hope you get much en-
joyment from the content and would welcome your 
feedback and input via the blog. 

The Didcot Allotments Action Group (DAAG) was 
formed as a result of our collective concerns that the 
continued use of our allotments was at risk; recently 
these fears have been reduced when the deputy council 
leader denied there were any immediate intentions to 
sell. He would not however confirm that this is the long 
term aim of the Council. 

Part of the process of the DAAG was to seek guidance 
from the National Allotment Society (NAS), whose 
overwhelming advice was to form our own group. This 
triggered the formation of DAS which has affiliated to 
NAS, which offers both legal and general gardening ad-
vice. 

DAS has a very effective and hard working commit-
tee and, when I was asked to be the Chairman, there 
was no hesitation in accepting. We all hope that as many 
folk, of all ages and persuasions, will get involved with 
ensuring that allotments are kept available. Please re-
member that the DAS is there for all types of garden-
ers, not just allotment holders.  

Good luck for the coming season. May all that you plant 
thrive and grow well. 

Peter Phillips, Chair of DAS 
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COMPANION PLANTING 

 

What is it and what are the benefits?  

As well as associating vegetables on the allotment 
(see diagrams), it is very good to plant flowers and 
herbs which attract valuable insects for pollination 
(bees, hoverflies) and protect against aphids and 
other pests (ladybirds, hoverflies, lacewings). 

Many herbs are useful. 

 The flowers of the sage attract bees and the 
scent distracts many pests of the brassicas and of 
the beans. 

 Borage attracts predatory insects and honey-
bees. 

 Rosemary is supposed to deter bean parasites as 
well as cabbage and carrot flies. 

 Chives is very good to plant close to carrots as 
their smell masks that of the carrots (as do other 
members of the allium family) 

Flowering thyme will attract predatory insects and 
hoverflies. 

Flowers on a vegetable patch will bring colour and 
some of them are well known to have a beneficial 
effect on vegetables. 

 Pot marigold (calendula) repels whiteflies from 
tomatoes and aphids from beans while attracting 
pollinating insects for cucurbits (e.g. cucumber, 
courgette, squash, pumpkin…) 

 The strong scent of French marigolds confuses 
many pests such as the cabbage white butterfly and 
aphids (tomatoes) 

 Nasturtiums as a sacrificial crop are one of the 
best. Black flies prefer them to globe artichokes, 
French and runner beans. It is the same for the cab-
bage white fly and the pests of the cucurbits. 

The sunflowers are the best-known companion 
plant for sweet corn. They repel aphids and attract 
bees. 

By Therese Feest 

Source: www.anglianhomes.co.uk 



Willowcroft School asked for volunteers to 

help them build a new sensory garden 

from scratch for their pupils to enjoy!  

Amanda, Therese and Sue from DAS 

donned their wellies and got stuck in and 

got very wet after experiencing four 

seasons in one day!  The results are 

amazing. The children love their new 

garden area — well done all! 

DAS ANSWERS SOS CALL  

WILLOWCROFT SOS 

Inspect your potted or garden lilies now for these bright red highly 
destructive feeders. They can strip leaves and flowers down to the 
stem with alarming speed, ultimately destroying the plant. They eat 
other plants as well, but true lilies and fritillaria are their favourite 
diet (they don’t seem to like day lilies). 

The beetles hibernate in the top few centimeters of the soil and 
come out early in the year. Although my lily sprouts are only a 
couple of centimeters out of the soil, I have found these greedy 
beetles on them already. I have sprayed liberally with a systemic 
insecticide (Provado ultimate bug killer), but this doesn’t mean that 
this job is done for the year.   

The beetles procreate enthusiastically and lay their bright red eggs 
on the underside of the leaves; the dark orange grubs pupate in the 
soil, and several generations per year can emerge. At this stage in 
their life cycle, they camouflage themselves with their excrement, 
making them difficult to see. They don’t taste good, either! 

Not only are the adult beetles already foraging early in the year, but 
you should keep looking for them right into autumn.  

BEWARE THE LILY BEETLE  

By Sue Vassiliou  

A voracious and destructive pest called the red lily beetle (‘Lilioceris lilii’) 

More Tips from DAS 



BRING & BUY! 

@ New Road Allot-
ments at 10am to 
12pm on Saturday 
4th June 2016. 

Do you need more seeds, 

plants or vegetables or have 

too much yourself?  

Then come to our ‘Bring and Buy’ 

where stalls and tables will be 

available to buy or sell your extra 

produce or surplus stock.  

Car parking is available  

Tell your friends and we look for-

ward to seeing you. If this is a 

success, we will hold a ‘Bring & 

Buy’ each month during the sum-

mer season. See you there! 

If anyone can, the Khans can! 
Stories from the allotment - this time from New Road and Mocky Khan.  

‘As a newbie to Didcot, I wanted to enjoy the more relaxing environment and 

life away from the urban jungle which is London. I looked at ways I could em-

brace my new surroundings and a life that fitted me and my young family. 

The allotment seemed ideal and it is even better that it is at the end of my road. 
The allotment at New Road has been a great experience and an education for 
me and my two girls aged 3 and 6. We now know how onions grow, that a to-
mato plant can also grow potatoes (it’s true!), weeds are a nightmare, fruit and 
vegetables grown by hand taste better and also the allotment is a great place 
to have fun and get dirty. We also learnt that the shed is a great place to hide 
and also shelter from the rain! 

My girls planted broad beans and they grow so quickly and high that we 
thought that we would soon be meeting the giant at the top! 

Personally, I have benefited as all the digging has given me some exercise, 
some quiet time away from my busy work life and allowed me to meet new 
people in the community who are always ready to give me tips for my allotment 
— the funny thing being that no one gives the same advice! 

I see the allotment as a great community asset and the green lungs of Didcot. 
It cannot be removed. As they say, ‘when its gone, it’s gone!’ 

Share your tales with DAS members  
By Mocky Khan 

Allotments are for all ages! Laila Khan watering her tomato plants. 

Recipes from 
the Allotment 
Each issue we will have simple and 

easy recipes that you can produce 

from your allotment or garden. Try pes-

to sauce and tell us what you think! 

Roasted pepper, parsley 
and cashew nut pesto 

 Serves 4 (as a pasta sauce) 

 280g jar roasted peppers, drained 

 75g cashew nuts 

 65g pecorino (or parmesan) 

 40g parsley leaves 

 zest 1 small lemon 

 3 tbsp olive oil 

 salt and pepper 

Put the ingredients in a small food proces-
sor and whiz until you get a paste. Stir 
through cooked pasta. 

By Therese Feest  



DAS in the 
NEWS! 

The DAS team were in-

terviewed by BBC South 

on the plight of the allot-

ments in Didcot  

Appeared in the Oxford 

Guardian, Oxford Mail 

and Didcot Herald 

Been interviewed by BBC 

Radio  

Promoted the new poly-

tunnel at New Road Allot-

ments by That’s Oxford 

TV Station 

All to keep the benefits of 

keeping the allotments 

and the benefits at the 

forefront of Didcot com-

munity and local council.  

Fighting for Didcot allotment: Source Didcot Herald  

100 Years of Broadway 

Join the celebration on Saturday 
16th July 2016 @ 12pm to 4pm 

Celebrate with us on 16th of July 2016 when we will be holding a summer of fun 

at Broadway to show the benefits of having an allotment. There will be loads of 

fun activities for families and children provided by the various community 

groups in Didcot. 

 Have a look around the allotment 

 Get some tips and advice on how to get an allotment or what to do in your garden 

 Enjoy the fun activities - we will cater for kids and big kids  

 Refreshments will be available  

 Join the party as we celebrate 100 years of Broadway allotments where Didcot 

families have been growing fruit and vegetables for many generations 

SAVE THE DATE!! 

Broadway by Linda Benton 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about Didcot 

Allotment Society. 

Queries: contact the 

Membership Officer 

Amanda Sandiford 

on didcotallotments@

gmail.com or 07825 

840 317. To avoid call-

ing a mobile, call the 

Chair Peter Phillips on 

01491 838 004.  

Get the t-shirt? Show your 
support.  

 

DAS - JOIN NOW 
Complete your details and cut out and send to our Member-

ship Officer or simply email: didcotallotments@gmail.com   

Order now, just tell us your size and send cheque to DAS, 53 Hagbourne Rd, 
Didcot OX11 8DT and allow 14 days for delivery 

Only 

£12 

Look out for the next edition in June 2016  
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