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Chairman’s Chat 

As I write, the rain is pouring down outside. We never quite get it 
right in this country - it is usually too much or too little. 

Firstly, my congratulations to the folk at New Road Site for get-
ting together to drive out the unwanted attentions of the Muntjac 
deer. We have the same problem at Mereland Road, but unfor-
tunately our perimeter fence is too low and broken which allows 
them free access. Some of us have decided to deny them the 
cover which they rely on and have started to remove the bram-
bles from the periphery of the site. It is a big task which will in-
volve help from other site members and our hope is this will be 
forthcoming. The intention is that the council will replace the 
fence which will then allow us to get together and, like New 
Road, drive them out.  

The look of the Mereland Road site is changing. It looks very 
much like a building site and we have all purchased safety net-
ting and stakes in an effort to form a barrier between Muntjac 
and produce. It does work, but is an expensive initial outlay. 

Please do keep an eye on DAS events. We have already had a 
plant Bring, Buy or Swap on a recent Saturday morning. There 
will be more held so please come and support this event! 

The National Allotment Society came to Fleet Meadow on Satur-
day 25 June for their AGM and did an informative talk on Bee 
Keeping. 

The next major event is the Centenary celebrations for the 
Broadway Site planned for Saturday 16 July. Please do 
come and along and support us and lend a hand if you can. 
Specific details to follow. 

Good luck with the rest of the season and may all your crops 
grow and flourish. Please also look to help the newer members 
on your site, with help and advice. 

Peter Phillips, Chair of DAS 
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DAS EVENTS 

 

What have we been up to and what are we doing?  

Bring, Buy or Swap 

On June 4th, we held our first Bring, Buy or Swap 
event at New Road allotment. This was an event 
where surplus plants, veg, flowers or seeds could be 
sold or swapped with others.  

It was well attended and we are keen to hold many 
more but we need more people to attend and sup-
port it! 

National Allotment Society Southern Re-
gion AGM 

Venue for the NAS AGM was Fleet Meadow Hall. 
The Southern Regional Branch of the NAS provided 
details of what they do and how they protect the 
interest of allotment holders. This is one of the rea-
sons DAS become an affiliated member of NAS, to 
gain access to NAS’ legal advice and support so we 
can continue to fight and save our allotments 
should the need arise again.  

The AGM was opened by Cllr Margaret Davies. 
Then, NAS selected their officers for the coming 
year. We were told that we can call on the elected 
Reps for advice.  

NAS reminded us all that National Allotment Week 
is on 8th—14th August. If you have any ideas of 
what we can do to celebrate this week then please 
let us know. 

At the end of the meeting there was a very informa-
tive presentation on bees and bee-keeping and the 
importance of bees to the eco-system.  

DAS had a stand and a display which was appreci-
ated by those in attendance. 

A Right Royal Affayre 

Saturday 2nd July, 1pm to 5pm @ Edmonds Park 

DAS will have a stand at this event to celebrate the 
Queen’s 90th birthday. Please come and support us 
and say ‘hi’.  We will be on hand to give gardening 
advice and also to sell produce from the allotments.  

 

Bees and Bee-keeping presentation 

Bring, Buy or Swap 



DO NOT 

MISS! 



GROWING TOMATOES ON THE ALLOTMENT 

My first attempts at growing tomatoes outdoors on the allotment were 
not very successful – tomato blight and a lot of green fruit. The main cul-
prit is the infamous “British summer weather” so I have adopted different 
methods according to the type of tomato. 

I do not grow determinate (i.e. bush) varieties, especially plum toma-
toes, as they are too prone to blight. I prefer to grow plants as cordons 
and limit the number of trusses depending on the variety. Large toma-
toes take a long time to ripen so it is better to limit the number of fruit on 
the plant (3 trusses max.). It is a different matter for cherry tomatoes as 
their fruits ripen faster than most other varieties. For example, I keep 6 
trusses for the “Sungold” variety. However, I make an exception for the 
“Idli” variety as it produces big bunches of more than 50 grape-sized yel-
low fruits so I keep only 2 or 3 bunches. 

To deter pests such as aphids, I grow French Marigolds between the 
tomato plants. To protect the tomatoes from the dreaded blight, I put 
plastic bottles in the ground at the feet of the plants so that water goes 
directly to the roots and I also remove the bottom leaves. I used to spray 
with a weak Bordeaux mixture but this is now not available for sale to 
the public.   

Research on the web suggests that a “horsetail tea” could offer protec-
tion, e.g. https://deanshangerallotments.wordpress.com/horsetail-the-
nightmare-weed-2/  Have any of you tried it?  Could this dreaded weed 
have at least one redeeming feature? 

Therese Feest (Broadway) 

Share your tips with DAS members  
 

Growing tomatoes—the expert’s advice  

Recipes from 
the Allotment 
Each issue we will have simple and 

easy recipes that you can produce 

from your allotment or garden. Tell us 

what you think! 

RED CURRANT AND 
COCONUT TARTLETS 

  

For 12 tartlets (diameter 6 cm) 

Ingredients 

200 g shortcrust pastry 

12 tablespoons redcurrants (fresh 
or frozen) 

12 teaspoons desiccated coconut 

100 ml coconut milk 

1 egg 

1 tablespoon cornflour 

2 tablespoons caster sugar 

12 teaspoons Demerara sugar 

Method 

 Heat the oven to 190C. 

 Roll out the pastry and line the 
tartlet tins. 

 Cover the bottoms with the 
desiccated coconut and the red-
currants. 

 Mix together the coconut milk, 
the egg and the caster sugar 

 Spoon the mixture in the tins 

 Scatter the Demerara sugar on 
the top. 

 Bake for 25-30 minutes. 

 

By Therese Feest 



We are redesigning our website. Below is a sneak preview! 

www.didcotallotments.com 

 

Fighting for Didcot allotment: Source Didcot Herald  

Wilowcrot School Sensory Garden Update 
Back in April, DAS members answered the SOS call from Willowcroft  Community School to help dig and design a new sensory 

garden. DAS has gone back to see how the garden is growing. Pupils at Willowcroft Community School love their new sensory 

garden! 

 

Before After 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about Didcot 

Allotment Society. 

Queries: contact the 

Membership Officer 

Amanda Sandiford 

on didcotallotments@

gmail.com or 07825 

840 317. To avoid call-

ing a mobile, call the 

Chair Peter Phillips on 

01491 838 004.  

Get the t-shirt? Show your 
support.  

 

DAS - JOIN NOW 
Complete your details and cut out and send to our Member-

ship Officer or simply email: didcotallotments@gmail.com   

Order now, just tell us your size and send cheque to DAS, 53 Hagbourne Rd, 
Didcot OX11 8DT and allow 14 days for delivery 

Only 

£12 

Look out for the next edition in July 2016  
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